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Pilots Guide for

The B-26K (A-26) Counter Invader

The B-26K Counter Invader is a highly modified
version of the Douglas A-26 Invader, a World War
|l attack bomber.

It has a rebuilt fuselage and tail, strengthened
wings, improved engines, reversible propellers,
wing-tip fuel tanks and other refinements.

It's mission role is counterinsurgency, which
involves night-time ground-attack missions to
disrupt supplies moving along the Ho Chi Minh
trail.

Because the B-26K operates as a night attack
aircraft against truck convoys, flares are crucial
for illuminating targets, as the aircraft lacks
sophisticated radar, relying instead on visual
identification aided by illumination.
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Use the flares sparingly, and always below
5000 ft, to give the most favourable
illumination.

The main problem with flares is that they
drop behind the aircraft and illuminate more
of the terrain behind you than ahead of you.

This is why future mission procedures have
been meodified to include a C-130 aircraft
that flies ahead of you and drops the flares in
front of you, right where you need them.

That tactic took some real genius to work
out, right?
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This is where the STARLIGHT SCOPE comes in

The AN/PV5-2 STARLIGHT SCOPE

The AN/PVS-2 "Starlight Scope” is a passive
night-vision device that amplifies ambient light by
roughly 1000 times, and provides a 4x image
magnification.

It was used to allow U.S. troops to see in the
dark. Weighing over 6 |bs, it was primarily used
for base defense or mounted on M16/M14 rifles.

And now we've got it for our B-26Ks.

HAVAIR 01-85ATM-1

Qur version is wired to the Radar Screen.
When you cycle Radar modes, you get the
TV CAM.

To getto the STARLIGHT SCOPE, you have
to select it as a weapon. Once selected you
can cycle to other weapons and it remains in
use

Note the truck headlights in centre screen.
They are 7.5 miles away
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Here is a comparison of what the

These shots were taken in daylight to better

understand the powerful magnification that the

Starlight Scope provides
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To operate the Starlight Scope

1. Cycle Radar Mode to TV CAM.
2. Cycle Weapons to Starlight Scope.
3. Cycle Targets in the usual manner.

The target is now boxed and the Starlight
Scope snaps to that target.

You can now Cycle Weapons and the
Starlight Scope will remain undisturbed.

By all means use your flares to enhance the
clarity of the image

Historical Note:

Two of the B-26K aircraft were modified with
a forward-looking infrared (FLIR) system
under project Lonesome Tiger, as a part of
Operation Shed Light.

And actually that's how we have managed to
simulate the Starlight Scope in YAP.
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Reversible-pitch Propellers

The final feature that you need to know about
the B-26K are the reversible-pitch propellers.

These are designed to improve ground
handling and reduce landing distances on the
short, poor-quality airstrips that we have to
contend with.

Note:

These are modelled in YAP by using the
variable angle nozzles as used in vertical
take-off aircraft
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To use the Reversible-pitch Propellers,
you need to assign either an axis or key-
presses to the Thrust Vector Control.
The recommended keys are UP arrow
and DOWN arrow

Procedure:

1. On touchdown, Retard the Throttles
2. Hit the Up Arrow for three clicks.

Now advance the throttle to full
until the aircraft stops.

3. Engage Wheelbrake.

4. Retard the throttle to Idle

5. Disengage TR by hitting the Down Arrow.
6. Taxy as normal

Historical Note:

For political reasons, the B-26K was
redesignated A-26A for operations in Thailand.
Thailand did not allow U.S. bombers in-country
at the time, so the Invaders had the "B" for
Bomber replaced with an "A", for Attack.
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THROTTLE UP TO 42"HG

RELEASE BRAKES

FULL THROTTLE 52"HG
o~ RAISE NOSE 108 KIAS

SAFELY AIRBORNE RAISE GEAR

LEVEL NOSE AND ATTAIN SAFE
SINGLE ENGINE SPEED 117 KIAS

THROTTLE BACK
TO RATED POWER 42" HG
RAISE FLAPS

BEST RATE OF CLIMB |39 KIAS
- FOR SAFETY 2B8.5HG 148 KIAS

LEVEL FLIGHT 22 HG 148 KIAS
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FULL FLAPE— ALWMOET LEVEL ATTITUDE

WHEELS DOWN 133 KIAS
FULL FLAPS 133 KIAS
APPROACH 25" HG  1I'7 KIAS

ON TOUCHDOWN
AVOID HOLDING NOSE TOO HIGH
LOWER NOSE AT 70 KIAS

STALLING SPEEDS AT 31.000 LBS

CLEAN
POWER ON 108 KIAS
POWER OFF 17 KIAS

WHEELS AND FULL FLAPS
POWER ON 87 KIAS
POWER OFF 3l KIAS
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