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410618 Y osi o Hirose 

AirctaftType=Ki-27 Otsu ,,_ -t JX..fU;[_. 
Unit=77th Sentai, Phnom Pehn Cambodia 
StartTime=0730 
Weather= 4000 m 

Hirose was boro on 8 February 1912 in the lbaragi Prefecture. 
He graduated from the Academy in July 1933 and was promoted 
to Second Lieutenant. He was serving with the 16th Rentai in 
Manchuria when the China Incident commenced. 

In August 1940 be took command of tbe 3rd Chutai, 77th Sentai, 
when be was promoted to Major. In December the unit was moved 
to forward airfields in southem Indo-China. 

In the morning ofDecember 8th 1941, nine Ki-30 light bombers 
of the 31st Sentai and escorted by Ki-27s of the 77th Sentai 
led by Major Hirose made a demonstration fligbt over Bangkok. 

As they approacb the Thai capitai they were intercepted by Thai 
fighters. Three Curtiss Hawk Ills ofFoong Klap Lai 43 from 
the 1st Wing, ahd scrambled from Watana Nakorn airfield in an 
attempt to intercept. Within minutes, all three 
attacking Thai fighters were shot down. 

Tue victories were credited to Major 
Hirose, Lieutenant Y oshiro Kuwabara 
and Lieutenant Tsuguo Kojima. 

When all enemies are down, go back to base. 


































